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May 18, 2021 

Anthony J. Picente, Jr. 
Oneida County Executive 
800 Park Ave 
Utica, New York 13501 

ONEIDA CmJNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

George E. Carle Complex 
5999 Judd Road, Oriskany, NY 13424 

Phone: (315) 793-6235 Fax: (315) 768-6299 

PUBLIC WORKS

Re: Eminent Domain Proceedings 
WAYS & MEANSMiddle Settlement Road Reconstruction Project 

Determinations & Findings from a Public Hearing held on March 22, 2021 

Dear Mr. Picente: 

ANTHONY J. PICENTE JR. 

County Executive 

MARKE. LARAMIE, P.E. 

Commissioner 

On March 22, 2021, a public hearing was held virtually pursuant to Article Two of the Eminent Domain 
Procedure Law of the State of New York. Following this hearings, a hearing record was prepared and 
made available to the public for inspection and download. The next step in the process is the 
publication of a series of Determinations and Findings from the hearing. These Determinations and 
Findings must be approved by the Board of Legislators. 

Attached please find a proposed set of Determinations and Findings from the March 22, 2021 hearing 
with accompanying acquisition maps, along with a proposed Resolution for the Board to pass adopting 
and certifying the same. If you concur with the Board of Legislators taking this action at this time, 
would you please be so kind as to indicate so by endorsing this letter, and forwarding the same, with 
the attachments. to the Board for action at their next scheduled meeting. 

As always, I am available to answer an_,¼�-�1ns or to discuss this matter further should you so 
desire. Thank you. 

,� 
'1' !;,

Mark E. ,aramie, P.E. 
Commissioner 

\ 



DETERMINATIONS AND FINDINGS 

OF THE 

ONEIDA COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR A 

HIGHWAY RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT ON MIDDLE SETTLEMENT ROAD IN THE 

TOWN OF NEW HARTFORD 

Pursuant to Section 203 of the Eminent Domain Procedure Law, a Public Hearing was 

conducted on March 22, 2021 by the County Attorney. At that Public Hearing, the County of 

Oneida outlined the purpose, proposed location and alternate locations of the highway 

reconstruction project, provided maps and descriptions of the properties to be acquired and 

adjacent parcels. Every person in attendance was given a reasonable opportunity to present an oral 

or written statement and to submit other documents concerning the proposed public project. The 

Public Hearing was held open for ten (10) days, through April 1, 2021, in order to allow the 

submission of written comments relative to the project. 

The Public Hearing commenced with presentations by Assistant County Attorney Robert 

Pronteau, Esq. and the Commissioner of Public Works, Mark E. Laramie, outlining the purpose of 

the project, a description of the project, its location, the anticipated impact on the environment and 

the residents, and the identity of the parcels to be condemned. No members of the public offered 

verbal statements at the hearing, but one person did submit a written statement that was read into 

the record of the hearing. The Public Hearing was continued for further comments and written 

submissions by the public which were accepted up to and including April 1, 2021. No additional 

commentary was received, and the Public Hearing was concluded on April 1, 2021. 

The Oneida County Board of Legislators has considered the proposed acquisition pursuant 

to the Eminent Domain Procedure Law, the comments submitted by the public at the hearing, the 

submissions made following the hearing and other matters pertinent to the acquisition of the 

properties by Eminent Domain. The Board adopts relevant determinations and findings as set forth 

below: 



1. That Middle Settlement Road in the Town ofN ew Hartford in Oneida County is one of the

most heavily traveled roads in the County, with a daily average traffic count exceeding

10,000 cars.

2. That the reconstruction and improvement of Middle Settlement Road will aid in the

continuing development of a commercial corridor that serves essential financial, retail and

home improvement establishments, as well as large residential developments in the area.

3. That the acquisition of rights-of-way along Middle Settlement Road are necessary in order

to bring the reconstruction into compliance with current local, state and federal highway

design standards.

4. That failure to meet these standards will result in potentially hazardous conditions for

motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians.

5. That following final design of the highway reconstruction project, the required parcels were

identified, and the owners of the parcels were contacted to negotiate the purchase of their

properties. Several of the owners agreed to sell and their properties were purchased. Two

owners declined or were otherwise unwilling to sell.

6. That there were three parcels left to be acquired by condemnation, one parcel owned by

the first owner and the other two from another.

7. The first of these parcels is identified as approximately 403 square feet of Tax Parcel

328.00-3-16.1, as shown on Map Number 2, Parcel Number 2, sheets 1 and 2, prepared by

Prudent Engineering on behalf of Oneida County, and attached to these Determinations

and Findings. This property is required to provide adequate operation and maintenance of

the storm water drainage system.

8. The second and third of these parcels are collectively identified as approximately 13,772

square feet of Tax Parcel Number 328.00-3-25 as shown on Park Map Number 9, Parcels

Number 12 and 13, prepared by Prudent Engineering on behalf of Oneida County, and also

attached to these Determinations and Findings. These parcels are required to eliminate a

nonstandard horizontal curve.

9. That the acquisition by the County of Oneida of these properties for use as a part of the

road reconstruction is necessary and will achieve the following purposes: to ensure the

reconstruction of Middle Settlement Road is conducted in a safe and proper manner, and

in full compliance with all applicable federal, state and local design standards.
















































































