












Form 2-6 Environmental Assessment 

Determinations and Compliance Findings for 

HUD-assisted Projects 

24 CFR Part 58 

Project Information 

Project Name & CDBG No.: Oneida County Microenterpr ise Grant Program CFA #: 134956

Responsible Entity: _O_ n_e_id_a_C_o _u_nty
--'-------------------------

Grant Recipient: _O_n_ e_i _d _a _C_o_u_n _ty _________________________ _

State/Local Identifier: CF A#: 134956 
- --------- ------------ ---- - ----

Preparer: Amy Heiderich 

Certifying Officer Name and Title: Anthony J. Picente, Jr. County Executive 

Consultant (if applicable): ________________________ _ 

Direct Comments to: Oneida County Department of Planning Union Station, 3rd Floor 321 Main St.· 

Project Location: Various locations throughout Oneida County 

Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]: 

The Microenterprise Grant program will provide financial assistance to small existing companies or start-up companies to support and foster their development or 
expansion. Eligible microcnterprises must be or shall become a commercial enterprise with five or less employees. Eligible uses of the funding will be for capital 
assets and working capital. It is estimated that at least four new jobs will be created and six microenterprise businesses assisted. 

Statement of Purpose and Need for the Proposal [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]: 

Microenterprise businesses, especially startups, often encounter barriers to raising capital during the growth phase, due to a lack of personal equity or available 
credit as well as physical collateral. Grants from this program are aimed to provide businesses with the opportunity to leverage additional business capital from 
traditional commercial lending sources, economic development organizations and municipalities. 

Existing Conditions and Trends [24 CFR 58.40(a)l: 
Oneida County has come a long way in the past decade in stabilizing itself economically, and realizing actual economic growth. New investments in both advanced 
technologies and legacy industries have make Oneida County a world leader in several sectors, including nanotechnology, advanced communication systems, and 
metals manufacturing 

Fundinl! Information· 
Grant Number Federal/State/Other Program Funding Amount 

CDBG $200 000 
Equity $17,100 

Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 
I $200,000 
'---------------------------------------' 

Estimated Total Project Cost (HUD and non-HUD funds) [24 CFR 58.32(d)]: 

$217,000 







Environmental Assessment Factor Impact Code Impact Evaluation 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
Educational and Cultural Facilities 

2 See attacluncnt 

Commercial Facilities 2 Sec attachment 

Health Care and Social Services 2 See attachment 

Solid Waste Disposal/ Recycling 2 See attachment 

Waste Water/ Sanitary Sewers 
2 See attachment 

Water Supply 2 See attachment 

Public Safety - Police, Fire and 2 Sec attachment 
Emergency Medical 

Parks, Open Space and Recreation 
2 See attachment 

Transportation and Accessibility 2 See attachment 

I Environmental Assessment Factor II Impact Code I Impact Evaluation 

NATURAL FEATURES 
Unique Natural Features, Water 

2 See attachment 
Resources 

Vegetation, Wildlife 
2 See attachment 

Other Factors 
2 See attachment 

Additional Studies Performed: 
NIA 

Field Inspection (Date and completed by):

NIA 

l

ust of Sourees, Ag en des and Pe<sons Consulted [ 40 CFR 1508.9(b J J: 

List of Permits Obtained: 
NIA 

Public Outreach [24 CFR 50.23 & 58.43]:

Public outreach will be conducted after award is announced. 

Cumulative Impact Analysis [24 CFR 58.32]:

Office of Community Renewal Form 2-6 Environmental Assessment 512014 

N/A

N/A



Alternatives 24 CFR 58.40 e ; 40 CFR 1508.9 
NIA 

r

;:
ction Alternative [24 CFR 58.40(cU, 

Summary of Findings and Conclusions: 
NIA 

Mitigation Measures and Conditions [40 CFR 1505.2(c)) 
NYSHCR summarizes below all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to reduce, avoid, or eliminate adverse 
environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or non-conformance with the above-listed authorities and factors. These 
measures/conditions must be incorporated into project contracts, development agreements, and other relevant documents. The staff 
responsible for implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly identified in the mitigation plan. 

Law, Authority, or Factor Mitigation Measure 

Determination: 

Ii] Finding of No Significant Impact [24 CFR 58.40(g)(l ); 40 CFR 1508.27] 
The project will not result in a significant impact on the quality of the human environment. 

D Finding of Significant Impact [24 CFR 58.40(g)(2); 40 CFR 1508.27] 
The project may significantly affect the quality of the human environment. 

Preparer Signature: -----�---------,'/-----1-cjl_,___,,,,_,£_. _ _,,,· A'-""---'------------- - --Date: i.-// / /2d2 4{

Name/Title/Organization: Amy Heiderich, Senior Planner, Oneida County

Certifying Officec Signatu� 

Name/Title: Anthony J. Picente, Jr.

Date: f4-:� ... ;2.,-y

This original, signed document and related supp01ting material must be retained on file by the Responsible Entity in an Environmental 
Review Record (ERR) for the activity/project (ref: 24 CFR Pait 58.38) and in accordance with recordkeeping requirements for the 
HUD program(s). 

Office of Community Renewal Form 2-6 Environmental Assessment 512014 

N/A N/A



New York State Community Development Block Grant Program 

Oneida County 2024 Microenterprise Grant Program 
Environmental Review Record 

Exhibit 2-6
Attachment to Form 2-6 Statutory Checklist

Airport Hazards 
Not Applicable to this Project:  The program will be carried out in predominantly commercial or 
residential areas.  No increase in unit density will occur as a result of activities undertaken by this 

program. Mohawk Valley EDGE does screen each property when chosen to determine if it is 15,000 
feet from a military base or 2,500 feet from a civilian base. If the issue arises, Oneida County and 
EDGE will follow HUD guidance on next steps.  Source:  Assessment by program administrative staff

based upon Runway Clear Zones and Accident Potential Zones – 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D.

Coastal Barrier Resources 

Not Applicable to this Project:  No projects will be in Coastal Barrier System. 

Source:  Assessment by program administrative staff.  New York State Coastal Management Plan, 

administered by the New York State Department of State. 

Flood Insurance 

Currently Undetermined/Review Required:  Due to the existence of floodplains throughout Oneida 

County, program administrative staff will initiate activity as each specific project is selected to 

determine if a property to receive assistance is located within a floodplain.  The appropriate FIRM will 

be utilized to determine location of a project in proximity to a floodplain. If the property is in an A or 
AE floodzone, it will not be considered for this program. If the property is in any other zone, it will only 
be considered with adequate flood insurance. Source:  Floodplain Management, Executive Order 
11988, amended by Executive Order 12148 (July 1979); Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973, as 

amended [42 U.S.C. 4001-4128] will be followed. 

Clean Air 

Not Applicable to this Project: Each business selected will not be disturbing the structure of the location 
for this grant. This grant is for economic development purposes only and will not result in any reason for 
there to be a disturbance with the surrounding environment. 

Source:  Assessment by program administrative staff based upon the Clean Air Act of 1970, as amended 

in 1977 (Public Law 90-148), (42 USC 7401-7642) as amended, and applicable U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency implementing regulations. 

aheiderich
Cross-Out



Coastal Zone Management 

Not Applicable to this Project:  No projects will be in Coastal Barrier System. 

Source:  Assessment by program administrative staff.  New York State Coastal Management Plan, 

administered by the New York State Department of State. 

Contamination and Toxic Substances 

Not Applicable to this Project: Each project selected will be for economic development purposes only.  

Source:  Assessment by program administrative staff; 24CFR Part 50.3(i) & 58.5(i)(2) 

. 

Endangered Species 

Not Applicable to this Project:  The nature of the economic development activities is such that this 

is not applicable.             Source:  NYS DEC Region 6 Suboffice in Utica. 

Explosive and Flammable Hazards 

Not Applicable to this Project:  The program will be carried out in predominantly residential and 
commercial areas.  No increase in unit density will occur as a result of activities undertaken by this 

program. It is noted that upon initial inspection of the business, if there are any flammable materials or 
tanks, they are taken into account during the course of the grant.  Source:  Assessment by program 

administrative staff based upon Thermal Explosive Hazards – 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart C and Runway 

Clear Zones and Accident Potential Zones – 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D. 

Farmlands Protection 

Not Applicable to this Project:  Actions taken will not conflict with Oneida County’s Farmland 

Protection Plan, Adopted June 2017. 

Source:  Assessment by program administrative staff; Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1981, Public 

Law 97-97. 

Floodplain Management 

Currently Undetermined/Review Required:  Due to the existence of floodplains throughout Oneida 

County, program administrative staff will initiate activity as each specific project is selected to 

determine if a property to receive assistance is located within a floodplain.  The appropriate FIRM will 

be utilized to determine location of a project in proximity to a floodplain.   

Source:  Floodplain Management, Executive Order 11988, amended by Executive Order 12148 (July 

1979); Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973, as amended [42 U.S.C. 4001-4128] will be followed. 



Historic Preservation 

Currently Undetermined/Review Required:  Each project selected for assistance will undergo review by 

the State Historic Preservation Office (NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation).  

Initial consultation on a case-by-case basis will determine if further review of the specific project is 

necessary for compliance with section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 

Source:  The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Public Law 89-866, as amended. 

Noise and Abatement Control 

The program will be carried out in predominantly residential and commerical areas.  No increase in 

unit density will occur as a result of activities undertaken by this program. 

Source:  Assessment by program administrative staff based upon Noise and Control Act of 1972, 

as amended by the Quiet Communities Act of 1978; 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart B. 

Sole Source Aquifers 

Not Applicable to this Project:  There are no navigable waters that would be impacted by this program.  

Proposed activities are not regulated nor require permits related to the cited regulations. 

Source:  DEC Region 6 suboffice in Utica and Navigable Waters-Clean Water Act of 1977; The 

program will not impact a sole source aquifer. 

DEC Region 6 suboffice in Utica, Aquifers – Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, and EPA Mapping of 

Sole Source Aquifers in Region II (as of 12/88). 

Wetlands Protection 

Not Applicable to this Project: Activities under this program will not involve placement of fill or other 

disturbance of wetlands.   

Source:  DEC Region 6 suboffice in Utica with reference to Article 24 Fresh Water Wetlands and the 

Protection of Wetlands, Executive Order 11990. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Not Applicable to this Project:  Only economic development activities are proposed under this program. 

There are no wild and scenic rivers in Oneida County. 

Source:  Assessment by program administrative staff.  Wild, Scenic, and Recreational River 

Systems (WSRRS), enforced by the DEC. 



Environmental Justice 

Not Applicable to this Project:  The activities proposed in this program will not have any adverse human 

health or environmental effects on minority and low-income populations. 

Source:  Assessment by program administrative staff; Environmental Justice, Executive Order 12898. 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 

Currently Undetermined/Review Required:  Each project selected for assistance will undergo review by 

the State Historic Preservation Office (NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation).  

Initial consultation on a case-by-case basis will determine if further review of the specific project is 

necessary for compliance with section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 

Source:  The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Public Law 89-866, as amended. 

State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) 

Not Applicable to this Project:  The SEQR Program classification for this project is a Type II which 

requires no SEQR action other than documentation of the classification. 

Source:  The State Environmental Quality Review Act (Article 8 of the NYS Environmental 

Conservation Law) and the implementing regulations at 6 NYCRR Part 617. 



APPENDIX I:  

Maps and Supplemental Information 

 Insert 1: Map of airports in Oneida County 

Insert 2: Department of Environmental Conservation National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
NEPAssist Map 

Insert 3: Federal Emergency Management Agency – FEMA’s National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) 
Viewer Map – This map shows that there is data available for all of Oneida County. 

Insert 4: US Fish and Wildlife Service Coastal Barrier Resource System Mapper 

Insert 5: US Fish and Wildlife Service IPaC – Information for Planning Consultation – This provides a 
report on the endangered species for a given location 

Insert 6: Department of Environmental Conservation Sole Source Aquifers Mapper 

Insert 7: US Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory Mapper  

Insert 8: National Wild and Scenic Rivers System Map 









IPaC: Explore Location resources

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/QRIJLZF4SBFT3OJ2H2H2ASBXVM/resources[7/24/2023 2:34:13 PM]

Explore location

LOCAL OFFICE NY ESFO 

LOCATION
Oneida County, New York

3







Resources

ENDANGERED
SPECIES

BALD &
GOLDEN
EAGLES

MIGRATORY
BIRDS

FACILITIES

WETLANDS

 PRINT
RESOURCE

LIST

What's
next?

Define a
project at
this
location to
evaluate
potential
impacts,
get an
official
species
list, and
make
species
determinations.

CHANGE LOCATION

DEFINE
PROJECT

?

?

U.S. Fish & Wildlife ServiceIPaC Information for Planning and Consultation
LOG IN

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/project/QRIJLZF4SBFT3OJ2H2H2ASBXVM/define
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/project/QRIJLZF4SBFT3OJ2H2H2ASBXVM/define
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/project/QRIJLZF4SBFT3OJ2H2H2ASBXVM/define
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/


IPaC: Explore Location resources

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/QRIJLZF4SBFT3OJ2H2H2ASBXVM/resources[7/24/2023 2:34:13 PM]

Endangered species
Listed species

 and their critical habitats are managed by the Ecological Services Program of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the fisheries division of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA Fisheries ).

Species and critical habitats under the sole responsibility of NOAA Fisheries are not
shown on this list. Please contact NOAA Fisheries for species under their jurisdiction.

Additional information on endangered species data is provided below.

The following species are potentially affected by activities in this location:

Mammals

Insects

Ferns and Allies

Critical habitats
Potential effects to critical habitat(s) in this location must be analyzed along with the

 SPECIES GUIDELINES  THUMBNAILS  LIST

NAME STATUS

Northern Long-eared Bat
Myotis septentrionalis
Wherever found

Endangered

NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly
Danaus plexippus
Wherever found

Candidate

NAME STATUS

American Hart's-tongue Fern
Asplenium scolopendrium var. americanum
Wherever found

Threatened

?

?

https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/consultations/endangered-species-act-consultations
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species-directory/threatened-endangered


IPaC: Explore Location resources

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/QRIJLZF4SBFT3OJ2H2H2ASBXVM/resources[7/24/2023 2:34:13 PM]

endangered species themselves.

There are no critical habitats at this location.

You are still required to determine if your project(s) may have effects
on all above listed species.

 What does IPaC use to generate the list of endangered species potentially occurring in my
specified location?

 Do these lists represent all species to be considered at this location?

 If this resource list is empty, do I still need to coordinate with the USFWS?

 What is an 'official species list' and why would I need one?

ECOS

ECOS Home
Contact Us

POLICIES

Accessibility
Privacy
Notices
Disclaimer

ABOUT

About the US
FWS
USA.gov
FOIA

 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/help
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/accessibility
https://www.doi.gov/privacy
https://fws.gov/notices
https://fws.gov/disclaimer
http://www.fws.gov/help/about_us.html
http://www.fws.gov/help/about_us.html
http://www.usa.gov/
http://www.doi.gov/foia/
http://www.doi.gov/
http://www.fws.gov/










Environmental Assessment Factors  
 

Land Development:  

• Conformance with Plans/Compatible Land Use and Zoning/Scale and Urban Design  

Oneida County will ensure that the activity is consistent with the municipality’s comprehensive or land 
use plan if one exists. The activity will identify economic development factors within the plan and work 
with the microenterprise business owner, through Mohawk Valley EDGE, to meet or exceed the goals 
highlighted in the plan.  

Since this is an economic development program, no construction activities are planned to take place 
during the course of the grant at any site. Therefore, there should be no impact on land use or zoning 
plans.  

• Soil Suitability/ Slope/ Erosion/ Drainage/ Storm Water Runoff  
 
The activities involved in the Oneida County 2024 Microenterprise Grant Program are not planned to 
contribute to any of the issues mentioned above. The program will assist in working capital or 
equipment purchases, not altering the landscape of the property in question. Since the businesses 
receiving assistance have not been chosen yet, there is no way to determine if there will be an impact. 
Based on the activity of previous programs with similar capacity, there is no planned disturbance to the 
soils. Oneida County operates in conjunction with the Mohawk Valley Water Authority for a portion of 
the County to process wastewater before it is pumped back into the Mohawk River. There should be no 
need for any permitting for this type of project.  
 

• Hazards and Nuisances including Site Safety and Noise  
 
Living in this area protects a business owner from a myriad of natural potential hazards as compared to 
other parts of the country and globe. Many natural and man-made hazards are regulated by other types 
of enforcement aside from environmental assessment such as local zoning and health codes. Since the 
type of project being implemented with this program is economic development, there is not much 
concern about causing any additional hazards.  
 

• Energy Consumption  
 
It is vital for a business, especially a start-up business to consider their energy consumption when 
determining the location of their business. The activity under this grant award could assist the business 
with methods to reduce energy consumption, through more efficient equipment, for example. There 
can be an opportunity to increase energy efficiency at various points throughout the project. There is 
less of a likelihood that these measures will be undertaken at this phase of the project though since a lot 
of building envelope technology is a more permanent fixture on the building, thus making it ineligible for 
coverage on this grant.  
 
 
 



Socioeconomic  
 

• Employment and Income Patterns 
 

This program is intended to create permanent, full-time equivalent employment opportunities. At least 
51% of these employment opportunities must be made available to low to moderate-income individuals. 
This program can also assist the microenterprise business owners in maintaining their business, thus 
keeping them within Oneida County. This will have a positive impact on the area’s employment and 
income patterns. As stated in the program design, there will be outreach to area agencies that work 
with minority and underserved populations within Oneida County. 
 

• Demographic Character Changes, Displacement  
 

As an economic development program, this program will not have an impact on the demographic of 
Oneida County and will not cause any displacement. If anything, assisting a microenterprise business will 
enhance the demographics and contribute to a sense of community. This project will not include any 
acquired property, rehabilitation of structures, or demolition of any structure, leading to no one being 
displaced.  

 
Community Facilities and Services  
 

• Educational and Cultural Facilities 
 
There will be no projected increase in student population as a result of this program. There is no 
projected population increase in Oneida County as a result of this project, so there will be no impact on 
educational centers or cultural facilities.  
 

• Commercial Facilities 
 
There is no projected impact on commercial facilities for this project. Existing retail and commercial 
services are not projected to have any adverse impacts felt by this project.  
 

• Health Care and Social Services  
 
There will be no increase in population from the proposed project; therefore, no negative impact on the 
health care and social services systems. Regardless of where the microenterprise business is located, 
there should be access to these services within half an hour.  
 

• Solid Waste Disposal/Recycling  
 
Since the microenterprise businesses being assisted is still an unknown, there can be no determination if 
hazardous waste will be an issue. It is not anticipated that this will be an issue with any of the businesses 
being assisted for this project. The Oneida Herkimer Solid Waste Authority can assist if there are any 
issues to contend with. This program also ensures that the business being assisted follows procedure, 
including proper waste disposal.  
 



• Wastewater/Sanitary Sewers 
 
There is no anticipated negative impact on the wastewater/sewer systems for this economic 
development project. In Oneida County, wastewater is either transported to the Water Pollution Control 
Plant for treatment through the sanitary sewer system or there is an on-site septic system. Since no new 
construction will be taking place throughout the grant duration, there should be no issue with the 
wastewater or sanitary sewer.  
  

• Water Supply  
 
There is no anticipated impact on the water supply for this economic development project. There is also 
no anticipated situation where the microenterprise business will not have access to an adequate and 
safe water supply.  
 

• Public Safety – Police, Fire, and Emergency Medical  
 
There are obvious differences in the level of safety and amount of public safety officers available 
depending on the rurality of the business location. In May of 2022, the Oneida County Executive 
announced a new program that increased response time for those that have alarm systems. It will also 
assist with the burden on the 911 call center by decreasing call times between alarm companies and 
public safety officials.   
 

• Parks, Open Space and Recreation  
 
Since the exact locations of the businesses that will be awarded are unknown at this time, this review 
cannot speak to access to parks, open space, and recreation. The Oneida County website boasts 37 
parks and 54 nature and outdoor activities.  
None of the businesses that receive grants are anticipated to have any adverse impact on parks, open 
space, or recreational activities. 
 

• Transportation and Accessibility  
 
It is not anticipated that any business receiving a grant will be involved in the accessibility, balance, 
safety, or level of service that is required to maintain a transportation system. There should be no 
reason for traffic studies to be conducted for this economic development project. There will be no 
significant impact on local traffic patterns throughout this project. Since these businesses are 
microenterprises, there will be only one or two new employees at each location.  

 
Natural Features  
 

• Unique Natural Features, Water Resources 
 
This economic development project will not alter the view of or change any unique natural feature. It is 
unlikely that any business granted would be in the vicinity of a unique natural feature. There will be no 
anticipated negative impact on surface or groundwater sources throughout this economic development 
project. There will be no construction funded under this project, thus no increase to impervious 



surfaces. If one of the businesses awarded happens to be in proximity to a wetland, there will be a 
review to ensure that there will be no negative impact from the proposed project.  
 

• Vegetation, Wildlife  
 
Due to the nature of this project, it is not anticipated that it will have any negative impact on vegetation 
or wildlife.  
 

• Other Factors – none  
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