
HERKIMER ONEIDA COUNTIES TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL 

Annual Listing of Federally Obligated Projects for Federal Fiscal Year 2023 

(OCTOBER 1, 2022 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2023) 

 

PURPOSE  

The Herkimer Oneida Counties Transportation Council (HOCTC) Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) is a capital program for the timing and funding of all transportation 
improvements involving federal funds over at least four years for the HOCTC metropolitan 
planning area (Herkimer and Oneida Counties). Project schedules often change as a result of 
unexpected design challenges, personnel, contractor, or consultant availability, or due to 
changes in budget resource availability. Thus, the TIP does not yield an exact picture of actual 
project expenditures. Note: the latest TIP covers the years 2023-2027 and is available at 
www.HOCTC.org 

Federal regulations require an Annual Listing of transportation projects, including investments 
in pedestrian walkways and bicycle facilities, for which federal funds have been obligated in the 
preceding year be made available for public review by the HOCTC as the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO). The listing must be consistent with the funding identified in the TIP.  

PROJECT OBLIGATIONS 

An obligation is the U.S. Department of Transportation's legal commitment to pay the federal 
share of a project's cost. Projects for which funds have been obligated are not necessarily 
initiated or completed in a given program year, and the amount of the obligation in a single 
year will not necessarily equal the project's total cost. 

Obligations do not always indicate that work is underway. Project accounts are set up, 
particularly for the initial phases of a project to enable the work to start. It may take a while, for 
example, to select and hire a design consultant or obtain supplies necessary to begin work. 

TIP projects are separated into highway and transit projects. Highway projects are funded 
through the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and transit projects by the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA). The rules for the distribution and expenditure of the two fund types vary 
significantly. Therefore, they remain mostly apart during the planning process and thus in their 
presentation in the obligations list. 

http://www.hoctc.org/


The list of obligated projects is organized and presented in a manner consistent with the TIP. 
The TIP identifies project costs and schedules by phase. These phases are:  

o Scoping: This phase includes meetings with project developers and designers, local 
government representatives, and other involved parties. Decisions are made regarding 
specific elements that will be included in the project and the range of design 
alternatives that will be investigated. 

o Preliminary Engineering: This phase includes basic engineering work on each alternative, 
traffic studies, environmental analyses, and other work specific to the project. Public 
outreach in accordance with state and federal requirements is used to gain community 
input on the project. A preferred alternative is selected to advance the project.  

o Detailed Design: This phase includes detailed engineering work on the preferred 
alternative. This phase results in the plans and specifications that the construction 
contractor will work from.  

o Right-of-Way Incidentals: This phase includes preparation work required prior to right-
of-way acquisition.  

o Right-of-Way Acquisition: This phase includes the acquisition of right-of-way (property) 
necessary to complete the project. Acquisition can be achieved through the purchase of 
property or an easement.  

o Construction: This phase includes all work necessary to build the project.  
o Construction Inspection: This phase includes ongoing inspection to ensure construction 

is performed properly and conforms to specifications.  
o Other/Misc: This phase is usually associated with public transportation projects and 

involves the purchase and acquisition of vehicles and associated preventive 
maintenance, though in some cases, such as for station, parking, maintenance/storage 
facilities, and the construction of fixed or permanent facilities are undertaken. This 
phase includes funding for agency staff and/or contractors to perform work that 
supports the management and operation of the transportation system. 

The following list identifies projects that had federal funds obligated during FFY 2022 (October 
1, 2021 – September 30, 2022), the phases for which those funds were obligated, and include 
basic data about each project. Tables may reference HOCTC or HOCTS due to internally coded 
naming features that can not be changed to represent the January 1, 2021 name change. 
 
This report is prepared by Herkimer Oneida Counties Transportation Council staff. For more 
information, please contact:  
 

Herkimer-Oneida Counties Transportation Council 
Boehlert Center at Union Station 
321 Main St., Utica, NY 13501 
p: 315.798.5710 
e: transplan@ogov.net 
www.HOCTC.org 
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